
Sunday,  May  15,  2016,  9:00  am  –  6:00  pm  
Springtide  Farm,  283  Main  Street,  Boxford,  MA  01921  

Hosted  by  Merrimack  Valley  Icelandics  
 
  

Divisions  and  Classes  
  
The  divisions  and  classes  for  this  show  are  listed  below.  They  are  derived  from  FIPO,  the  Rules  for  Icelandic  Horse  Sport  
of  the  International  Federation  of  Icelandic  Horse  Associations  (FEIF)  and  the  show  rules  of  the  United  States  Icelandic  
Horse  Congress  (USIHC).  The  letters  and  numbers  in  parentheses  after  each  class  name  correspond  to  that  class’s  
designation  in  the  FIPO  rules.  
  

  Divisions  
  
OPEN  DIVISION  
These  classes  may  be  entered  by  any  rider  14  years  and  older.  Both  preliminary  and  final  rounds  are  offered  for  all  
Open  Division  classes.  
  
INTERMEDIATE  DIVISION  
Intermediate  classes  are  open  to  all  non-professional  riders  who  have  not  achieved  a  score  of  6.0  three  times,  riding  
the  same  or  different  horses,  in  a  specific  discipline  at  USIHC  sanctioned  competitions.    
  
NOVICE  DIVISION  
Novice  classes  are  open  to  all  non-professional  riders  who  have  not  scored  5.0  three  times,  riding  the  same  or  
different  horses,  in  the  Novice  classes  in  USIHC  sanctioned  competitions.  
  
YOUTH  DIVISION  
These  classes  are  open  to  riders  16  years  and  younger  as  described  below.  The  conducting  of  a  final  round  in  Youth  
Classes  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  show  organizer.  
  
BEGINNING  RIDER  DIVISION  
This  division  intended  to  provides  riders  new  to  competition  on  the  Icelandic  horse  a  place  to  receive  feedback  on  
their  riding  with  the  most  opportunity  to  succeed  without  compromising  the  judging  guidelines.  Beginning  Rider  
classes  are  open  to  all  non-professional  riders  who  have  not  scored  5.0  three  times,  riding  the  same  or  different  
horses,  in  any  disciplines  in  USIHC  sanctioned  competitions.    
  
GREEN  HORSE  DIVISION  
This  division  provides  trainers  a  place  to  introduce  young  horses  to  competition  with  the  most  opportunity  to  succeed  
without  compromising  the  judging  guidelines.  Green  Horse  classes  are  open  to  all  levels  of  riders  on  horses  that  have  
not  scored  5.0  three  times,  in  any  disciplines  in  USIHC  sanctioned  competitions.  
  
  

Non-Division  Fun  Classes  
  
Fun  Classes  are  exactly  what  they  sound  like—classes  intended  to  let  the  competitors  have  fun.  They  are  not  defined  
by  either  FIPO  or  USIHC.  
     

Icelandic  Horse  Show 



  Classes  
  
Open  Division  Classes:  
Tölt  1  Open  Individual  (T1)  
Riders  compete  individually  

1.   Begin  at  the  middle  of  the  short  side  and  ride  one  round  in  slow  tölt  on  either  rein.  Return  to  walk  at  the  middle  of  
the  short  side  and  change  rein.  

2.   From  the  middle  of  the  short  side  ride  one  round  in  slow  tölt,  lengthen  stride  distinctly  on  the  long  sides.  
3.   From  the  middle  of  the  short  side  ride  one  round  in  fast  tölt.  

  
Tölt  2  Open  Loose  Rein  (T2)  
Riders  compete  individually  

1.   Begin  at  the  middle  of  the  short  side  and  ride  one  round  in  any  speed  tölt  
2.   From  the  middle  of  the  short  side  ride  one  round  in  slow,  steady  and  calm  speed  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  

rein  
3.   Ride  one  round  in  a  slow  to  medium  speed  tölt,  holding  both  reins  in  one  hand  clearly  showing  no  rein  contact  

with  the  horse’s  mouth  The  marks  for  section  3  are  doubled.  
  
Tölt  3  Open  Group  (T3)  
The  test  is  ridden  with  two  or  more  riders  at  once.  The  riders  start  on  the  rein  as  set  in  the  starting  list.  

1.   Slow  tölt.  Return  to  walk  change  rein.  
2.   Slow  tölt  on  the  short  sides,  fast  tölt  on  the  long  sides.  Fast  tölt.  

  
Tölt  4  Open  Group  Loose  Rein  (T4)  
Preliminary  Round:  
This  class  is  ridden  with  three  riders  at  once  

1.   Any  speed  tölt  
2.   Slow,  steady  and  calm  speed  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  rein  
3.   Slow  to  medium  speed  tölt,  holding  both  reins  in  one  hand  clearly  showing  no  rein  contact  with  the  horse’s  mouth  

The  marks  for  section  3  are  doubled.  
  
Four-gait  Open  Individual  (V1)  
Riders  compete  individually.  The  test  may  be  ridden  on  either  rein.  The  rider  begins  each  segment  of  the  test  in  the  
middle  of  the  short  side.  The  rider  has  four  and  a  half  rounds  to  show  the  following  gaits  in  any  order:  

1.   Slow  tölt  
2.   Slow  to  medium  speed  trot  
3.   Medium  walk  (shown  for  a  half  round  only)  Slow  to  medium  speed  canter  
4.   Fast  tölt  
5.   Each  gait  may  be  shown  only  once,  walk  for  a  half  round  and  the  other  gaits  for  one  full  round  

  
Four-gait  Open  Group  (V2)  
The  test  is  ridden  with  two  or  more  riders.  The  horses  show  the  four  gaits  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  They  ride  on  
the  rein  as  set  in  the  starting  list.  
Sections  (called  by  the  announcer):  

1.   Slow  tölt  
2.   Slow  to  medium  speed  trot  
3.   Medium  walk  
4.   Slow  to  medium  speed  canter  
5.   Fast  tölt  

  
     



Intermediate  Division  Classes:  
Intermediate  Tölt  (T5):  
The  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  six  horses  at  once.    

1.   Slow  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  rein  
2.   Slow  tölt  on  the  short  sides,  fast  tölt  on  the  long  sides  

  
Intermediate  Loose-Rein  Tölt  (T6):  
This  class  is  ridden  by  no  more  than  six  riders  at  the  same  time.  The  rein  is  selected  before  the  class  begins.  The  horses  
show  the  sections  below  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  

1.   Any  speed  tölt  
2.   Slow  to  medium  speed  tölt,  on  the  long  sides  holding  both  reins  in  one  hand  clearly  showing  no  rein  contact  with  

the  horse's  mouth.  
  
Intermediate  Four-gait  (V3):  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  six  riders  at  once.  The  sections  below  are  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  

1.   Slow  to  medium  speed  tölt  
2.   Slow  to  medium  speed  trot  
3.   Medium  walk  
4.   Slow  to  medium  speed  canter  
5.   Medium  to  fast  tölt  

  
Novice  Division  Classes:  
Novice  Tölt  (T7):  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  six  riders  at  once.  The  sections  are  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  

1.   Slow  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  rein.  
2.   Any  speed  tölt  

  
Novice  Four-Gait  (V5):  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  six  riders  at  once.  The  sections  will  be  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  

1.   Any  speed  tölt  
2.   Slow  to  medium  speed  trot  
3.   Medium  walk  
4.   Slow  to  medium  speed  canter  

  
Youth  Division  Classes  (Riders  16  &  under):  
Youth  Tölt  (T8):  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  six  horses  at  once.  The  sections  shall  be  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  

1.   Any  speed  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  rein.  
2.   Any  speed  tölt  

  
Youth  Four  Gait  (V6):  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  six  horses  at  once.  The  sections  below  will  be  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  
announcer.  

1.   Any  Speed  tölt  
2.   Slow  to  medium  speed  trot  
3.   Medium  walk  
4.   Slow  to  medium  speed  canter.  The  start  into  canter  and  the  stop  after  canter  into  walk  is  shown  separately  by  

each  rider  as  instructed  by  the  speaker    
  
Beginning  Rider  Division  Classes:  
Beginning  Rider  Tölt  (TBR)  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  three  horses  at  once.  Only  the  performance  on  the  long  sides  is  judged.  Riders  
may  use  the  corners  and  short  side  to  prepare  their  horses  without  being  judged.    

1.   Any  speed  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  rein.  
2.   Any  speed  tölt  

  



Beginning  Rider  Four-Gait  (VBR)  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  three  horses  at  once.  The  sections  shall  be  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  
Only  the  performance  on  the  long  sides  is  judged.  Riders  may  use  the  corners  and  short  side  to  prepare  their  horses  
without  being  judged.  

1.   Any  speed  tölt.  
2.   Any  speed  trot.  
3.   Medium  walk.  
4.   Medium  canter  (shown  one  rider  at  a  time).  
5.   Any  speed  trot  or  tölt.  (The  mark  in  this  section  shall  replace  the  mark  for  the  earlier  section,  allowing  the  rider  a  

chance  to  improve  the  tölt  or  trot  score.)  
  
Green  Horse  Division  Classes:  
Green  Horse  Tölt  (TGH)  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  three  horses  at  once.  The  sections  shall  be  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  
Only  the  performance  on  the  long  sides  is  judged.  Riders  may  use  the  corners  and  short  side  to  prepare  their  horses  
without  being  judged.  

1.   Any  speed  tölt.  Return  to  walk  and  change  rein.  
2.   Any  speed  tölt  

  
Green  Horse  Four-Gait  (VGH)  
This  class  is  ridden  with  no  more  than  three  horses  at  once.  The  sections  shall  be  ridden  as  instructed  by  the  announcer.  
Only  the  performance  on  the  long  sides  is  judged.  Riders  may  use  the  corners  and  short  side  to  prepare  their  horses  
without  being  judged.    

1.   Any  speed  tölt.  
2.   Any  speed  trot.  
3.   Medium  walk.  
4.   Medium  canter  (shown  one  rider  at  a  time).  
5.   Any  speed  trot  or  tölt.  (The  mark  in  this  section  shall  replace  the  mark  for  the  earlier  section,  allowing  the  rider  a  

chance  to  improve  the  tölt  or  trot  score.)  
  
Fun  Classes:  
Beer  Tölt  (BEER)—Open  to  any  rider,  any  age  (group  class)  
Riders  carry  a  full  mug  of  (root)  beer  in  one  hand.  Gaits  will  include  walk  and  tölt,  and  may  progress  to  trot  and  canter  until  
there  is  a  single  winner.  The  rider  finishing  with  the  most  liquid  left  in  the  mug  wins.  
Team  Four  Gait  (TEAMV)—Open  to  any  pair  of  riders,  any  age  (one  pair  at  a  time)  
Teams  of  two  riders  compete.  Each  rider  on  the  team  rides  two  gaits  (walk,  trot,  tölt,  canter).  The  team  with  the  highest  
cumulative  score  wins.  
Leadline  (LEAD)—Open  to  riders  age  6  and  younger  (group  class)  
Young  riders  are  led  by  adults  at  the  walk.  Riders  may  be  asked  to  trot,  depending  upon  the  level  of  the  participants.  
Pleasure  Tölt  (PTLT)—Open  to  any  rider,  any  age  (group  class)  
Riders  will  show  any  tempo  tölt.  The  horse  should  give  the  impression  of  being  a  pleasure  to  ride.  The  judge  evaluates  the  
gait  and  look  for  harmony  between  horse  and  rider.  
Mini  Drill  (MDR)—Open  to  any  pair  of  riders,  any  age  (one  pair  at  a  time)  
A  pair  of  riders  ride  side  by  side,  beginning  at  a  medium  walk,  then  any  speed  tölt,  then  any  speed  trot.  The  pair  should  
stay  together  throughout  the  gait  changes.  
     



Sunday,  May  15,  2016,  9:00  am  –  6:00  pm  
Springtide  Farm,  283  Main  Street,  Boxford,  MA  01921  

Hosted  by  Merrimack  Valley  Icelandics  
  
  

Show  Registration  Form  
Complete  and  submit  the  form  below  to  register  for  classes  in  the  Icelandic  Horse  Show  on  Sunday,  May  15  at  Springtide  Farm  in  
Boxford,  MA.  Please  complete  a  separate  form  for  each  horse/rider  pair.  Bring  your  payment,  a  negative  Coggins  (with  1  year),  and  
your  horse’s  Registration  to  the  show.  Riders  must  register  by  Friday,  May  13,  2016  to  avoid  late  fees.  
  

If  you  prefer,  you  can  register  online  at  http://www.neihc.com/show/iceshows/.  

HELMETS  ARE  REQUIRED  FOR  ALL  RIDERS.  
  
  Horse  &  Rider  Information  
  

Rider’s  First  Name:    ____________________________________       Last  Name:     _______________________________________    

Address:    ________________________________________________________________________________________________    

City:      ________________________________________________________      State:    ________      Zip:    _______________________    

Phone:       __________________________________________      Email:     _______________________________________________    

Birth  Year  if  rider  is  18  or  younger  as  of  1/1/2016:    _______________              Are  you  an  NEIHC  Member?  *              q    Yes              q    No  

Horse’s  Name:      ___________________________________________________________________________________________    

Horse  Registration  Number:      ________________________________________________________________________________    

Horse’s  Color/Markings:      ___________________________________________________________________________________    

Horse’s  Sex:                    q    Stallion                    q    Mare                    q    Gelding  

Horse  Owner’s  Name:      _____________________________________________________________________________________    
(If  different  from  rider’s  name)  

  

  Class  Registration  
Circle  all  classes  you  wish  to  enter.  Circle  a  rein  preference  for  each  class.    Fun  classes  are  $20  each;;  all  other  classes,  $25  each.  

OPEN  CLASSES  ($25):   REIN  PREFERENCE   INTERMEDIATE  CLASSES  ($25):   REIN  PREFERENCE  

Tölt  1-Open  Individual  (T1)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Intermediate  Tölt  (T5)   Left        Right      No  Preference  

Tölt  2-Open  Loose  Rein  (T2)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Intermediate  Loose  Rein  Tölt  (T6)   Left        Right      No  Preference  

Tölt  3-Open  Group  (T3)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Intermediate  Four  Gait  (V3)   Left        Right      No  Preference  

Tölt  4-Open  Group  Loose  Rein  (T4)   Left          Right          No  Preference   NOVICE  CLASSES  ($25):     

Four  Gait  Individual  (V1)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Novice  Tölt  (T7)   Left        Right      No  Preference  

Four  Gait  Open  Group  (V2)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Novice  Four  Gait  (V5)   Left        Right      No  Preference  

GREEN  HORSE  CLASSES  ($25):      YOUTH  CLASSES  ($25):     

Green  Horse  Tölt  (TGH)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Youth  Tölt  (T8)   Left        Right      No  Preference  

Green  Horse  Four  Gait  (VGH)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Youth  Four  Gait  (V6)   Left        Right      No  Preference  
BEGINNING  RIDER  CLASSES  
($25):      FUN  CLASSES  ($20):   Beer  Tölt  (BEER)  

Beginning  Rider  Tölt  (TBR)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Pleasure  Tölt    (PTLT)   Team  Four  Gait  (TEAMV)  

Beginning  Rider  Four  Gait  (VBR)   Left          Right          No  Preference   Leadline  (LEAD)   Mini  Drill  (MDR)  
  
  

*Because  of  insurance  restrictions,  you  must  join  the  NEIHC  to  participate  in  this  show.  New  Youth  memberships  are  free.  New  adult  
memberships  are  $25.  The  fee  will  be  added  to  your  class  fees  when  you  sign  in  at  the  show.  
     

Icelandic  Horse  Show 



Vaccination/Helmets  
  

•   All  participating  horses  must  be  up-to-date  on  vaccinations  for  flu/rhino,  rabies,  strangles,  East/West,  tetanus  and  West  Nile.  
You  must  present  a  negative  Coggins  drawn  within  the  past  12  months  when  you  arrive  at  the  show.  

  
•   All  participating  riders  must  sign  the  enclosed  liability  waivers.  

  
•   Helmets  are  required  for  all  mounted  riders.  

Signatures  
  
I  hereby  enter  the  classes  at  my  own  risk,  and  I  understand  that  I  am  subject  to  all  rules  and  regulations  of  the  show.  I  agree  that  I  will  
make  no  claims  against  Merrimack  Valley  Icelandics,  Springtide  Farm,  or  the  Northeast  Icelandic  Horse  Club.,  or  any  persons  
connected  to  the  show  for  damages  to  persons,  property  or  animals.  If  this  release  is  not  signed,  the  exhibitor’s  first  entrance  into  the  
show  arena  will  be  considered  an  acceptance  of  the  above  release.  
  
Rider  Signature:    ___________________________________________________________________________________________    
  
Horse  Owner  Signature:     ____________________________________________________________________________________    
  
Signature  of  Parent  (if  rider  is  under  18):    _______________________________________________________________________    
  
  

Mail  completed  and  signed  entry  form,  waiver  forms,  and  payment  to:  

Ebba  Meehan,  Merrimack  Valley  Icelandics,  282  Main  St.,  Boxford,  MA  01921  

  
  



HORSE	  RIDING	  AGREEMENT	  AND	  LIABILITY	  RELEASE	  FORM	  	  

This form must be completed by and for each participant. 
PREMISES OWNERS NAME IS Ebba Meehan. Instructors name hereinafter known as Ebba Meehan. 
LOCATION OR ADDRESS: 282 Main Street, Boxford,  MA 

PLEASE	  READ	  CAREFULLY	  BEFORE	  SIGNING	  

SERIOUS INJURY MAY RESULT FROM YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS ACTIVITY.  Ebba Meehan DOES 
NOT GUARANTEE YOUR SAFETY OR THAT OF YOUR HORSE. IT IS HEREBY AGREED TO AS FOLLOWS 
THAT: 

A. REGISTRATION OF RIDERS AND AGREEMENT PURPOSE I, the following individual hereinafter 
known as the “RIDER”, and the parents or legal guardians thereof if a minor, do hereby voluntarily request 
and agree to participate in horse riding on premises Ebba Meehan and that this RIDER will ride his/her 
own horse or one borrowed or leased by RIDER’S own arrangement today and on all future dates: 

RIDER NAME & AGE (if under 21):________________________________________________________________ 

B. AGREEMENT SCOPE AND TERRITORY AND DEFINITIONS – This agreement shall be legally 
binding upon me the registered RIDER, and the parents or legal guardians thereof if a minor, my heirs, 
estate, assigns, including all minor children, and personal representatives; and it shall be interpreted 
according to the laws of  Massachusetts . Any disputes by the RIDER shall be litigated in and venue shall 
be Massachusetts.  

The term “HORSE” herein shall refer to all equine species. The term “HORSEBACK RIDING” or 
“RIDING” herein shall refer to riding or otherwise handling of horses, ponies, mules, or donkeys, whether 
from the ground or mounted. The term “RIDER” shall herein refer to a person who rides a horse mounted 
or otherwise handles or comes near a horse from the ground. 
The terms “I”, “me”, “my” shall herein refer to the above registered rider and the parents or legal guardians 
thereof if a minor. 

C. ACTIVITY RISK CLASSIFICATION – Horseback riding is classified as RUGGED ADVENTURE 
RECREATIONAL SPORT ACTIVITY, and that there are numerous obvious and non-obvious inherent 
risks always present in such activity despite all safety precautions. According to NEISS (National 
Electronic Injury Surveillance Systems of United States Consumer Products) horse activities rank 64th 
among the activities of people relative to injuries that result in a stay at U.S. hospitals. Related injuries can 
be severe, requiring more hospital days and resulting in more lasting residual effects than injuries in other 
activities. 

D. NATURE OF RIDING HORSES – No horse is a completely safe horse. Horses are 5 to 15 times larger, 
20 to 40 times more powerful, and 3 to 4 times faster than a human. If a rider falls from a horse to ground it 
will generally be at a distance of from 31/2 to 51/2 feet, and the impact may result in injury to the rider. 
Horseback riding is the only sport where on much smaller, weaker predator animal (human) tries to impose 
its will on, and become on unit of movement with, another much larger, stronger prey animal with a mind 
of its own (horse) and each has a limited understanding of the other. If a horse is frightened or provoked it 
may divert from its training and act according to its natural survival instincts which may include, but are 
not limited to: stopping short, changing directions or speed at will; shifting its weight; bucking; rearing; 
kicking; biting; or running from danger. 

E. RIDER RESPONSIBILITY – Upon mounting a horse and taking up the reins, the RIDER is in primary 
control of the horse. The RIDER’S safety largely depends upon his/her ability to carry out simple 
instructions, and his/her ability to remain balanced aboard the moving animal. The RIDER shall be 
responsible for his/her own safety. 

F. CONDITIONS OF NATURE – Ebba Meehan is NOT responsible for total or partial acts, occurrences, 
or elements of nature that can scare a horse, cause it to fall, or react in some other unsafe way. SOME 
EXAMPLES ARE: thunder, lightening, rain, wind, wild and domestic animals, insects, reptiles, which may 
walk, run, fly near, bite and/or sting a horse or person; and irregular footing on out-of-door groomed or 
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wild land which is subject to constant change in condition according to weather, temperature, and natural 
and man-made changes in landscape. 

G. INSPECTION OF PREMISES – RIDER has inspected Ebba Meehan facilities and trails and is satisfied 
that all premises conditions are reasonably safe for RIDER’S intended purpose, usage and presence upon 
the Ebba Meehan premises. 

H. ACCIDENT/MEDICAL AND PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE – Should medical treatment be 
required, I and/or my own accident/medical insurance company shall pay for all such incurred expenses. 
My accident/medical insurance company is____________________________ and my policy number is 
____________________. Should my actions or that of my horse cause injury or damage of any kind, I and/
or my own personal liability shall pay for such damages. My personal liability insurance company 
is____________________________ and my policy number is ____________________. 

I. PROTECTIVE HEADGEAR WARNING – I have been fully warned and advised by Ebba Meehan that 
the RIDER should purchase and wear protective headgear (riding helmet), and that the wearing of such 
headgear while mounting, riding, dismounting, and otherwise being around horses, may prevent or reduce 
severity of some head injuries and even prevent death from happening as the result of a fall or other 
occurrence. Minors 16 and under are required to wear protective headgear. 

J. LIABILITY RELEASE – In consideration of Ebba Meehan allowing my participation in this activity, 
under the terms set forth herein, I, the RIDER, and the parent or guardian thereof if a minor, do agree to 
hold harmless and release Ebba Meehan its owners, agents, employees, officers, members, premises 
owners, insurers, and affiliated organizations from legal liability due to Ebba Meehan ordinary negligence; 
and I do further agree that	  except	  in	  the	  event	  of	  Ebba Meehan gross	  negligence	  and	  willful	  and	  wanton	  
misconduct, I shall not bring any claims, demand, legal actions and causes of action, against Ebba Meehan 
and/or its associates, for any economic and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death, property 
damage, sustained by me and/or my minor child or legal ward in relation to the premises and operations of 
Ebba Meehan to include while riding, handling, or otherwise being near horses owned by or in the care, 
custody and control of Ebba Meehan. 
All Riders and Parents or Legal Guardians must sign below after reading this entire document: 

SIGNER STATEMENT OF AWARENESS 

I/WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HAVE READ AND DO UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING 
AGREEMENT, WARNINGS, RELEASE AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK. I/WE FURTHER ATTEST 
THAT ALL FACTS RELATING TO THE APPLICANT ARE TRUE AND ACCURATE. 

_________________________________________________________ DATE ______________________ 
SIGNATURE OF RIDER (Parent must sign for rider 17 & under.) 

__________________________________________ for ________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE OF PARENT, or GUARDIAN                 (Please print) 

DATE ___________________________ 

Address in full: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone #: ________________________ Bus. Phone #: ______________________
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HORSE	  RIDING	  AGREEMENT	  AND	  LIABILITY	  RELEASE	  FORM	  	  
	  
This	  form	  must	  be	  completed	  by	  and	  for	  each	  participant.	  
PREMISES	  OWNERS	  NAME	  IS	  Springtide	  Farm.	  Instructors	  name	  hereinafter	  known	  as	  Ebba	  Meehan	  
LOCATION	  OR	  ADDRESS:	  283	  Main	  Street	  Boxford,	  MA.	  
	  
PLEASE	  READ	  CAREFULLY	  BEFORE	  SIGNING	  
	  
SERIOUS	  INJURY	  MAY	  RESULT	  FROM	  YOUR	  PARTICIPATION	  IN	  THIS	  ACTIVITY.	  	  Ebba	  Meehan	  DOES	  NOT	  
GUARANTEE	  YOUR	  SAFETY	  OR	  THAT	  OF	  YOUR	  HORSE.	  IT	  IS	  HEREBY	  AGREED	  TO	  AS	  FOLLOWS	  THAT:	  
	  
A.	  REGISTRATION	  OF	  RIDERS	  AND	  AGREEMENT	  PURPOSE	  I,	  the	  following	  individual	  hereinafter	  
known	  as	  the	  “RIDER”,	  and	  the	  parents	  or	  legal	  guardians	  thereof	  if	  a	  minor,	  do	  hereby	  voluntarily	  
request	  and	  agree	  to	  participate	  in	  horse	  riding	  on	  premises	  Springtide.	  and	  that	  this	  RIDER	  will	  ride	  
his/her	  own	  horse	  or	  one	  borrowed	  or	  leased	  by	  RIDER’S	  own	  arrangement	  today	  and	  on	  all	  future	  
dates:	  
	  
RIDER	  NAME	  &	  AGE	  (if	  under	  21):________________________________________________________________	  
	  
B.	  AGREEMENT	  SCOPE	  AND	  TERRITORY	  AND	  DEFINITIONS	  –	  This	  agreement	  shall	  be	  legally	  
binding	  upon	  me	  the	  registered	  RIDER,	  and	  the	  parents	  or	  legal	  guardians	  thereof	  if	  a	  minor,	  my	  
heirs,	  estate,	  assigns,	  including	  all	  minor	  children,	  and	  personal	  representatives;	  and	  it	  shall	  be	  
interpreted	  according	  to	  the	  laws	  of	  	  Massachusetts	  .	  Any	  disputes	  by	  the	  RIDER	  shall	  be	  litigated	  in	  
and	  venue	  shall	  be	  Massachusetts.	  	  
	  
The	  term	  “HORSE”	  herein	  shall	  refer	  to	  all	  equine	  species.	  The	  term	  “HORSEBACK	  RIDING”	  or	  
“RIDING”	  herein	  shall	  refer	  to	  riding	  or	  otherwise	  handling	  of	  horses,	  ponies,	  mules,	  or	  donkeys,	  
whether	  from	  the	  ground	  or	  mounted.	  The	  term	  “RIDER”	  shall	  herein	  refer	  to	  a	  person	  who	  rides	  a	  
horse	  mounted	  or	  otherwise	  handles	  or	  comes	  near	  a	  horse	  from	  the	  ground.	  
The	  terms	  “I”,	  “me”,	  “my”	  shall	  herein	  refer	  to	  the	  above	  registered	  rider	  and	  the	  parents	  or	  legal	  
guardians	  thereof	  if	  a	  minor.	  
	  
C.	  ACTIVITY	  RISK	  CLASSIFICATION	  –	  Horseback	  riding	  is	  classified	  as	  RUGGED	  ADVENTURE	  
RECREATIONAL	  SPORT	  ACTIVITY,	  and	  that	  there	  are	  numerous	  obvious	  and	  non-‐obvious	  inherent	  
risks	  always	  present	  in	  such	  activity	  despite	  all	  safety	  precautions.	  According	  to	  NEISS	  (National	  
Electronic	  Injury	  Surveillance	  Systems	  of	  United	  States	  Consumer	  Products)	  horse	  activities	  rank	  
64th	  among	  the	  activities	  of	  people	  relative	  to	  injuries	  that	  result	  in	  a	  stay	  at	  U.S.	  hospitals.	  Related	  
injuries	  can	  be	  severe,	  requiring	  more	  hospital	  days	  and	  resulting	  in	  more	  lasting	  residual	  effects	  
than	  injuries	  in	  other	  activities.	  
	  
D.	  NATURE	  OF	  RIDING	  HORSES	  –	  No	  horse	  is	  a	  completely	  safe	  horse.	  Horses	  are	  5	  to	  15	  times	  larger,	  
20	  to	  40	  times	  more	  powerful,	  and	  3	  to	  4	  times	  faster	  than	  a	  human.	  If	  a	  rider	  falls	  from	  a	  horse	  to	  
ground	  it	  will	  generally	  be	  at	  a	  distance	  of	  from	  31/2	  to	  51/2	  feet,	  and	  the	  impact	  may	  result	  in	  injury	  
to	  the	  rider.	  Horseback	  riding	  is	  the	  only	  sport	  where	  on	  much	  smaller,	  weaker	  predator	  animal	  
(human)	  tries	  to	  impose	  its	  will	  on,	  and	  become	  on	  unit	  of	  movement	  with,	  another	  much	  larger,	  
stronger	  prey	  animal	  with	  a	  mind	  of	  its	  own	  (horse)	  and	  each	  has	  a	  limited	  understanding	  of	  the	  
other.	  If	  a	  horse	  is	  frightened	  or	  provoked	  it	  may	  divert	  from	  its	  training	  and	  act	  according	  to	  its	  
natural	  survival	  instincts	  which	  may	  include,	  but	  are	  not	  limited	  to:	  stopping	  short,	  changing	  
directions	  or	  speed	  at	  will;	  shifting	  its	  weight;	  bucking;	  rearing;	  kicking;	  biting;	  or	  running	  from	  
danger.	  
	  
E.	  RIDER	  RESPONSIBILITY	  –	  Upon	  mounting	  a	  horse	  and	  taking	  up	  the	  reins,	  the	  RIDER	  is	  in	  primary	  
control	  of	  the	  horse.	  The	  RIDER’S	  safety	  largely	  depends	  upon	  his/her	  ability	  to	  carry	  out	  simple	  
instructions,	  and	  his/her	  ability	  to	  remain	  balanced	  aboard	  the	  moving	  animal.	  The	  RIDER	  shall	  be	  
responsible	  for	  his/her	  own	  safety.	  
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F.	  CONDITIONS	  OF	  NATURE	  –	  Ebba	  Meehan	  is	  NOT	  responsible	  for	  total	  or	  partial	  acts,	  occurrences,	  
or	  elements	  of	  nature	  that	  can	  scare	  a	  horse,	  cause	  it	  to	  fall,	  or	  react	  in	  some	  other	  unsafe	  way.	  SOME	  
EXAMPLES	  ARE:	  thunder,	  lightening,	  rain,	  wind,	  wild	  and	  domestic	  animals,	  insects,	  reptiles,	  which	  
may	  walk,	  run,	  fly	  near,	  bite	  and/or	  sting	  a	  horse	  or	  person;	  and	  irregular	  footing	  on	  out-‐of-‐door	  
groomed	  or	  wild	  land	  which	  is	  subject	  to	  constant	  change	  in	  condition	  according	  to	  weather,	  
temperature,	  and	  natural	  and	  man-‐made	  changes	  in	  landscape.	  
	  
G.	  INPSECTION	  OF	  PREMISES	  –	  RIDER	  has	  inspected	  Springtide.	  facilities	  and	  trails	  and	  is	  satisfied	  
that	  all	  premises	  conditions	  are	  reasonably	  safe	  for	  RIDER’S	  intended	  purpose,	  usage	  and	  presence	  
upon	  the	  Springtide.	  premises.	  
	  
H.	  ACCIDENT/MEDICAL	  AND	  PERSONAL	  LIABILITY	  INSURANCE	  –	  Should	  medical	  treatment	  be	  
required,	  I	  and/or	  my	  own	  accident/medical	  insurance	  company	  shall	  pay	  for	  all	  such	  incurred	  
expenses.	  My	  accident/medical	  insurance	  company	  is____________________________	  and	  my	  policy	  number	  
is	  ____________________.	  Should	  my	  actions	  or	  that	  of	  my	  horse	  cause	  injury	  or	  damage	  of	  any	  kind,	  I	  
and/or	  my	  own	  personal	  liability	  shall	  pay	  for	  such	  damages.	  My	  personal	  liability	  insurance	  
company	  is____________________________	  and	  my	  policy	  number	  is	  ____________________.	  
	  
I.	  PROTECTIVE	  HEADGEAR	  WARNING	  –	  I	  have	  been	  fully	  warned	  and	  advised	  by	  Ebba	  Meehan	  that	  
the	  RIDER	  should	  purchase	  and	  wear	  protective	  headgear	  (riding	  helmet),	  and	  that	  the	  wearing	  of	  
such	  headgear	  while	  mounting,	  riding,	  dismounting,	  and	  otherwise	  being	  around	  horses,	  may	  
prevent	  or	  reduce	  severity	  of	  some	  head	  injuries	  and	  even	  prevent	  death	  from	  happening	  as	  the	  
result	  of	  a	  fall	  or	  other	  occurrence.	  Minors	  16	  and	  under	  are	  required	  to	  wear	  protective	  headgear.	  
	  
J.	  LIABILITY	  RELEASE	  –	  In	  consideration	  of	  Ebba	  Meehan	  allowing	  my	  participation	  in	  this	  activity,	  
under	  the	  terms	  set	  forth	  herein,	  I,	  the	  RIDER,	  and	  the	  parent	  or	  guardian	  thereof	  if	  a	  minor,	  do	  agree	  
to	  hold	  harmless	  and	  release	  Ebba	  Meehan	  its	  owners,	  agents,	  employees,	  officers,	  members,	  
premises	  owners,	  insurers,	  and	  affiliated	  organizations	  from	  legal	  liability	  due	  to	  Ebba	  Meehan	  
ordinary	  negligence;	  and	  I	  do	  further	  agree	  that	  except	  in	  the	  event	  of	  Ebba	  Meehan	  gross	  negligence	  
and	  willful	  and	  wanton	  misconduct,	  I	  shall	  not	  bring	  any	  claims,	  demand,	  legal	  actions	  and	  causes	  of	  
action,	  against	  Ebba	  Meehan	  and/or	  its	  associates,	  for	  any	  economic	  and	  non-‐economic	  losses	  due	  to	  
bodily	  injury,	  death,	  property	  damage,	  sustained	  by	  me	  and/or	  my	  minor	  child	  or	  legal	  ward	  in	  
relation	  to	  the	  premises	  and	  operations	  of	  Springtide	  to	  include	  while	  riding,	  handling,	  or	  otherwise	  
being	  near	  horses	  owned	  by	  or	  in	  the	  care,	  custody	  and	  control	  of	  Ebba	  Meehan.	  
	  
All	  Riders	  and	  Parents	  or	  Legal	  Guardians	  must	  sign	  below	  after	  reading	  this	  entire	  document:	  
 
SIGNER STATEMENT OF AWARENESS 
	  
I/WE,	  THE	  UNDERSIGNED,	  HAVE	  READ	  AND	  DO	  UNDERSTAND	  THE	  FOREGOING	  AGREEMENT,	  
WARNINGS,	  RELEASE	  AND	  ASSUMPTION	  OF	  RISK.	  I/WE	  FURTHER	  ATTEST	  THAT	  ALL	  FACTS	  
RELATING	  TO	  THE	  APPLICANT	  ARE	  TRUE	  AND	  ACCURATE.	  
	  
_________________________________________________________	  DATE	  ______________________	  
SIGNATURE	  OF	  RIDER	  (Parent	  must	  sign	  for	  rider	  17	  &	  under.)	  
	  
__________________________________________	  for	  ________________________________________	  
SIGNATURE	  OF	  PARENT,	  or	  GUARDIAN	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Please	  print)	  
	  
DATE	  ___________________________	  
	  
Address	  in	  full:	  _________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Home	  Phone	  #:	  ________________________	  Bus.	  Phone	  #:	  ______________________ 


	RIDER NAME  AGE if under 21: 
	My accidentmedical insurance company is: 
	Should my actions or that of my horse cause injury or damage of any kind I and: 
	is: 
	and my policy number is: 
	DATE: 
	for: 
	DATE_2: 
	Address in full: 
	Home Phone: 
	Bus Phone: 


